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awards. The National Academies of 
Science named his 2004 book The 

Great Influenza: The Story of the Deadliest Pandemic in History, 
a study of the 1918 pandemic, the year’s outstanding book 
on science or medicine. His earlier book Rising Tide: The Great 
Mississippi Flood of 1927 and How It Changed America, won the 
Francis Parkman Prize of the Society of American Historians for the 
year’s best book of American history and in 2005 the New York 
Public Library named it one of the 50 best books in the preceding 
50 years, including fiction, nonfiction, and poetry. His books have 
also been embraced by experts in applicable fields: in 2006 he 
became the only non-scientist ever to give the National Academies 
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