
Reno

Miami

Tampa

Macon

Omaha

Tulsa

Boise

Fargo

Minot

Casper

Bangor

BostonAlbany

Dallas

Pierre

Topeka
Pueblo

Denver

Duluth

Challis

Buffalo

Spokane

Raleigh

Roanoke

Buffalo

Detroit

Chicago

Memphis

Orlando

Atlanta

Jackson

Houston

Abilene

Wichita

Jackson

El Paso

Phoenix

Medford

Olympia
Seattle

Missoula

Cheyenne

Columbia

Savannah

Amarillo

Santa Fe

BismarckGlendivePortland

Billings

Cleveland

Milwaukee

Green Bay

Nashville

Lexington
Owensboro

Rochester

Flagstaff

San
Diego

Las
Vegas

Montpelier

Harrisburg

Washington, D.C.

Charleston
Cincinnati

Montgomery

BirminghamFort Worth

Fort Smith

Des
Moines

Sioux City

Rapid
City

Sacramento

Springfield

Tallahassee

New Orleans
Baton
Rouge

San Antonio

Little
Rock

Saint Louis

Springfield

Kansas City

Minneapolis

Albuquerque
Los Angeles

Great Falls

Indianapolis
Grand
Island

New York

Oklahoma City

San
Francisco

Salt Lake City

Grand
Junction

Salem

Hattiesburg

Nome

Valdez

Juneau

Fairbanks

Anchorage
## Honolulu

PUERTO RICO,
VIRGIN ISLANDS

HAWAII

ALASKA

AMERICAN SAMOA, GUAM, 
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS

Tornado Zones
Zone I

Zone II

Zone III

Zone IV Coastal high winds

Coastal Wind Regions

Hurricane-Prone Regions 

Wind speed: 130 mph

Wind speed: 160 mph

Wind speed: 200 mph

Wind speed: 250 mph

On the basis of 70 years of tornado history 
and more than 160 years of hurricane 
history, the United States has been divided 
roughly into four zones that geographically 
reflect the number and strength of recorded 
tornadoes. Zone IV has experienced the most 
and the strongest tornado activity. Zone III 
has experienced significant tornado activity 
and includes most coastal areas that are 
also susceptible to tornadoes spawned from 

hurricanes. Zones II and I represent areas 
with relatively lower historical tornado activity 
that correlates with a lower risk of tornadoes 
in those areas. If you live on or very near 
one of the delineation lines, use the highest 
adjacent wind zone. Remember, tornadoes 
can happen anywhere! More information can 
be found in FEMA P-320, Taking Shelter from 
the Storm: Building or Installting a Safe Room 
for Your Home.

Safe Room Risk Based on Location

TORNADO ZONE OR 
COASTAL REGION RISK GUIDANCE

I Low Risk The need for an extreme-wind safe room is a matter of homeowner preference.

II Moderate Risk A safe room should be considered for protection from extreme winds.

III and IV High Risk A safe room is the preferred method of protection from extreme winds.

Hurricane-Prone 
Regions and 

Coastal High Wind 
Region

High Risk A safe room is the preferred method of protection from extreme winds. FEMA 
recommends that all potential safe room occupants comply with local jurisdictional 
directions and evacuation orders during an emergency event, even if they have 
constructed a safe room.

Do You Need a Safe Room?

Wind Hazards in the United States

Assessing Your Risk
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